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SONGS THE GREATEST SINGERS LOVE THE BEST

Grand Opera Artists,
Oddly Enough, Pre-
fer Ones Not From
Roles by Which
They Are Most
Widely Known.

v HAT 18 your song of songs?" That
W was the question put to our
leading grand opera artists, and
it brought many interesting answers as 1o
what they hum, whistle or sing when they
are pleasing themselves and not try ng to
please the thousand or more critieal opera
goers who flll the Metropolitan and Manhat-
tan houses.

Drawing on the imagination for a coneari.
with each artist naming his own number
and the public be hanged, this is how the
programme would read:

1. Prologue “Paglinect..... ... Leoncavallo

Antonlo Scottl.
2. O Patria Mia, “Alda". ...... ceneeass Verdl
Claudia Muszlo,

4. Il Mio Tesoro, “Don Giovanni"..... Mozart
Charles Hackett

4 Flower Song, “Carmen"..........,...Biset
Lucien Muratore.
5. Pace, “Forza del Destino"..........Verdl
Rosa Ponselle.
6. Deux Grenadlers. .......covq-eh Schumann
Leon Rothier,
7. Largo al Factotum, “Barber of Seville”
Hoaalni

Huseppe de Luca.

8. Caro Nome, “Rigoletto”.. .. ....cv.. .. Verdl

Evelyn Scotney.

§. Moonlight and Drumlr:[ ......... Sturanl
Cyrenna Van Gorden.

10. Granadinas, “Emigrantes”...... e
Tito Schipa,
11. Habanera, “Carmen”.......

Carmen Pascova.

And by reguest:
Ombra Legglera, “Dinorah”. ... ... Meyerbesr
Amelity Galli-Curch
Anything worth while singing. ....By Anybody
Mary Garden.

There is a reason behind each selection. One
likes this song just for Its worth as a piece
of music and the joy It gives in singing It
To another the aria has marked a great suc-
cesa in opera- And still to another it i= a
song of the homeland.

Those who have seen Antonlo Scottl in
the powdered wig and black velvet of Searpia
may indeed be surprised to know that it Is
in the gaudy clown suit of Tondo that he
finds what to him Is the greatest song for
the barytone. Critics, music patrons and in
fact the whole music and dramatic world
agree that his characterization of the Chlef
of Police In “Tosca' s not surpassed asa work
of art on any stage. But while he goes on
with his Inimitable impersonation of the
villainous Baron, it is w.ways a thing of joy
when he can poke his head through the cur-
tain and ery "8I puo.”

Mr. Scotti Likes the Aria
Better Than Anything Else

“The aria has always appealed to me as
the masterplece for barytones,” sald Mr,
Scottl. “It runs the whole gamut of the
emotions, just a little act in itself. I sing
it becanse I lke It better than anything
eles”

Mme, Gall-Curcl’s favorite aria about
10 o'clock on the night of February 11 was
Ombra Leggiera from “"Dinorah,” or nse it is
more commonly called “The Shadow Song"
This famous artist was singing In the Bar-
ber of S8eville at the Manhattan Opera House
when the quesation was popped to her.

“Whatever I'm salnging s my favorite™

Below are some of the operatic stars who tell of their favorite songs. Upper row, left to right: Claudia Muzio as Nedda, Amelita Galli-
Curci as Dinorah, Antonio Scotti as Scarpia. Below: Carmen Pascova as Carmen and Lucien Muratore as Don Jose. ™

she replied, But she had just bowed a dogen
times to the applause of a crowded house
after her interpolation of “The Shadow SBong”
In the lesson scene, And anyway Mme.
Galll-Curci must have a wiarm spot in her
heart for that song, for one night in January
1918, she tripped across the stage of the
Lexington Theatre and sang to her shadow
in such notes that the next morning she
awoke to find herself halled as the greatest
coloratura soprano Iin the world.

Giusepipe de Luca and Charles Hackett
were In their dressing rooms durlng a per-
formance of “Rigoletto” a few weeks ngo. A
few minutes before De Luca and Cora Chase
had réceived an ovation for the tuneful ducts
of the hunchback and his daughter. Now,
what Scottl's Searpia I8 to the Metropol‘tan
80 is De Luca's Rigoletto, The morning aftor
that performence THE New York HmRALD
said: “Mr. De Luca repeated his admirable
impersonation of the jester.” Other critics
used the adjectives “superb,” *“admirable.”
Caught In the atmosphere of this great role
as he was arranging his tinsel laden and
belled cap, we were expecting Mr. de Luca
to glve the Monologo or the Povero Rigoletto
or the Cortsglani, vil razza dannate. But no!
In an Ingmnt hestepped out of the tragle role
and qu:’l/: that gayest of alrs, “Largo al
factotuny,” from the “Barber of Seville "

De Luca Recalls His First
Appearance in the United States

That's the sung that Mr. De Luca has sung
the world over—Iin Milan, Rome, Naples,
Vienna, Kieff, New York and throughout
the United States.

“In twenty years {t has never tired me
he sald. “It's a song of happiness. and [
am happy when I sing 1t."

Mr. De Luca recalled that h's first appear-
ance in the United Statés at the Metropolitan
Opera House, Nov. 25, 1916, was a8 Figaro,
and of course his first arla was the Largo al
factotum.

Nor did Mr. Hackett choose from the
Verdl opera. Instead he went back to his
triumphs abroad and picked out I1 Mio
Tesoro from Mozart's “Don Glovanni.”

"“The composer almost overlooked the tenor
in this work,” sald Mr. Hackett. “The bary-
tone and the basso and the soprano have it
all thelr own untll Ottavio finally breaks In
with hia Il Mio Tesoro. To me it {s the most
delightful of Mozart's score, and 1 sing it
whenever and wherever [ get the chance.”

Carmen Pascova Prefers Song
Her Mother Sang at Home

""T'was the song my mother sang at
home,” said Carmen Puascovn, new meszzo
soprana of the Chicago Opera Company, in
explaining why she preferred the “Habanera®
from “Carmen’ to any other piece. In her
native Spaln she heard 1t first, ahd she was
named after the herolne of Bloet's work.

Luclen Muratore. greatest living French

tenor, got an opportunity during a breathing
spell In a rehearsal of “Romeo and Juliet"
to say that the “alr de la fleur from ‘Carmaen’
Is my favorite.” He finds It a tuneful and
dramati¢ air that the lovesick Don Jose pours
forth to the wild gypsy girl after she has

thrown at him his enp and sword. And that
he i both tuneful and dramatie in delivering
his best liked arvia is attested by the critics,
who found his recent work In the role hera
“romantic and forceful."

One singer who goes back to the role In
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Divorce Wave Over Nation Growing Stronger

Continued from Third Page,

six over 1619, In this Btate the figures for
the last flve yenrs show Httle change.

Los Angeles broke Ita divorce record in
1920 with 2,707 interlocutory and 1,905 final
2,148 Interlocutory
1,866 final decrees in 1018, an Increase of 28
The 1819 Agures whowed an In-
crease of 124 per cent. over 1818, Call-
fornia’'s divorce laws are rogurded as “easy”
and muny Easterners go there for decrees,
The legnl grounds for divorce Include non-
support, cruelty and conviction of felony,

Lexington, Ky, reports a steady Increase
in divorces mince 1018, with 1920 n record
breaking year, In Fayette Circult Court 222
decrees were granted last year, In 1016 100
were granted

decroes, as against and

per cent

Divorces Increase in Nebraska,
Although Law Is Rather Rigid

Lincoin, Neb, set a new record with 262
decreen, agninst 2468 In 1519, 230 In 1918
and 117 in 1017. Nebraaka divorees do not

Lecome abmolute untll after six months, and
interlocutory decrees that withhold the final
decree for that period are the rule. Mar-
ringo of efther of the parties to a divoree
before the explration of that perlod are
illegnl, but this s no deterrent, as the
couples go to moma other State where the
lawn are more leniant

A bill 1s pending before the Legislnture
now in seaxion to amend tls law po that only
one causs will ba recognized as legul grounds
for divoree ns in New York State

Hughes county, 8. D, In which the ¢ity of

Plerre is mtuated, reports six diverces, an
inoreassa of thres over the 1918 Ngures, bul
not a recard. There were alght divorces
granted In the county In 108 and the same

number In 1918, Figures for the 8tate have
pol been compiled for 1020

In 1919 €20 Ai-

vorees were granted, a8 against 489 in 1918
and 562 in 1917

The Circuit Court in Kansas City, Mo,
last year granted 925 divorces, as com-
pured with 840 In the preceeding year, The
figures for 1619 showed an Incroase of .about
10 per cent. over those for 1818. Eighty-five
per cent. of the cases In which decrees were
granted were uncontested,

Reno Sees Passing
of Divorce Industry

Spectal Correspondence of Tur New Yonx
HumaLn,
Copyright, 1021, by Tue New Yonx HeEmaLp
Rexo, Nev., Feb, 26,

HEN Mary Plekford slipped quletly
W inta Nevada and after living thers
woeek flled suit for divorce

from Owen Moore she opened thé floodgitea
for a reform wave which placed the divorce

one

question before the Nevada Legislature onoe
more and served to put the question on the
badiot to be voted on by the people in the
election of 1022

Not that the majority of the peopie of the

State object to the six months' residence
Inw, which has attracted divores seakern
from all partsn of the globe to Reno, but the
people dld object to the method the little

notress used to shorten her residence In the
State from wix months to one weok, and as
Legislature has passed a law

t result the

making 1t Impossible for divorce mseekers
unlexs bhonn Ade regidents of a county to
ecoure a divorces In less than six months,

oven though both parties to the action are
netually present in the county and persona)
service s secured.

At the next general election the people of
the Btate will vote on & similar law. . This
proposed law was placed before the Leglsla-
ture through Initlative petition, with the
business men of Reno sponsoring it. The
Legislature rejected the law in order to place
it on the ballot and thus settle the question
for all time.

An Inltiative bill proposing an Interlocu-
tory decree, which was clirculated by sevoral
minlsters, falled to secure sufficlent signa-
tures to be plaged before the Leglulattre or
on the ballot, although the petitions had
been in clreulation for three months. Suf-
ficlent signatures were secured for the Reno
buginess men's petition in ten days, showing
how the people of Heno and the State feel
about the divorce law.

Reno's diverce Industry, as it Is referred
to nearly everywhere, |= not such a flourish-
ing Industry as Is often pictured, although
the revenus secured through this avenue is
variously estimated at from one miillon to
two million dellars annually,

Says 8co Divorce Seekers
Live in Reno All the Time

It s estimated by County Clerk BElwood
Heamer, the man who handles all the dlvorce
actlons before they geot Into the Distelct
Court, that Reno is the temporary home of
800 divorce meekers at all times. In January
of thin year 108 divorces were granted in the
District Court here and more than 100
nctions Mled,

The oMolal regleter of actlona reveals some
interesting statistlcs on divorces and thelr
cause. Every State In the United States haas
been represented by divorce ssekers, while
forelgn countries have had hundreds, with
Canada leading. England has had several
rapresentatives, Australla has wsent a fow,
Italy has had several, France some and even
Rusnin and Germany

Among the Bilates New York has oy far
the greatest representation at all times,

while Massachusetts, Illinols, Ohlo and Penn-
sylvinia are always well represented. Fore
mer New Jersey resldents are numerous at
all times, while the Bouthern States are
sending more every year,

Causes of actlon are varied, but the ma-
Jority are brought on the grounds of deser-
tion, as this ls the simplest and gptalls the
least explanation. Fallure to provide for a
year and desertion for a year consatitute
grounds of attion and are used frequently;
cruelty is used In many cases.

Corey Case Gave It Fame
and Gaynor Girls Used It

An a divorce centre Reno was not known
prior to 1008, when Mr#. Laura B, Corey,
wife of W. Ellls Corey, came here and
secured a divorce. This case was glven wide
publicity, and from then on the population
of Reno grew rapldly with six months’ resi-
dents. Margaret McKim, now Mra, Raymond
T. Baker, wnn one of the prominent residents
of 1811. Two daughters of former Mayor
Gaynor of New York received thelr Jdecrecs
here. Mrs. Edith Vingut secured her divorce
in 1810, and Mrs. Helen G, Bedford was
granted her freedom In 1920,

Madame Coblna was granted a divoree
from Owen Johnson In the Heno court, and
Margarst Gould secured o decree In Novem-
ber, 1919, divorcing Count Plerre D. Ber-
nnrd,

In thely efforta to aveld publiclty many
prominent Eastern peopls come to Reno and
live under arsumed names untll their cnees
come befors the court. Through their nttor-
nays In the East arrangements are porfected
here for them with looal attorneyu, providing
the homes and ready to reeelve them on
Arrival. Tn this way they avold all notorioty,
except In a few Instances, untll their cases
are fled,

Ome hundred and ten attorneys are prac-
tising In Reno now, and more than one-half
of them handle little else but divorce cases,

which she made her first and great success
is Hosa Ponselle, the dramatic¢ soprano of the
Metropolitan, Three years ago she wWas an
unknown., Then one night an old abd for-
gotten opera, “La Forza del Destino.” was
revived, with Caruso and D Luca and the
unknown girl from Connecticut, After that
night it became the most popular work in
the repertory for more than a season, with
Miss Ponselle sharing the honors with
Caruso, That is why she likes the “Pace”
aria from this opera above all others.

Leon Rothier Finds His Choice
Qutside the Field of Opera

Leor Rothler, soldier of France, who bears
the gcar of a wound received at Verdun, for-
sakes the fleld of opera and picks “Deux
Grenadiers.” Although it was put to music
by the German planist Schumann from the

Verdi and Bizet the
Composers Most Fa-
vored---Rothier,
Hero of France,

L.ik es Schumann’s

“Two Grenadiers”

poem of the German poet Helne, it iz o gada
French martial song with a few bars of the
Marseilla’se interpolated. And while he has
béen appearing in the leading bass roles at
thé Metropolitan for the last ten years, Mr.
Rothter says he can find nothing which
pleases him more than he musical story of
the two soldlers of Napoleon on thelr way
back to France from a Russi n prison, :

Cyrenna Van Gordon, the statuesque con-
tralto of Mary Garden's company. is another
who makes her choice outside of opera. She
says that Cressre Sturani’'s work “Moonlight
and Dreaming” is what she ifkes to sing and
does sing whenever she gets a chance.

“Mr. Bturani played It for me, and s'‘nce
first | heard it it has been on every concert
programme which I have given," she sald.

“0 Patria M/a"™ is Verdi's greatest air for
dramatic sopranes, saccording to Claudia
Muzio, who has sung it many times in the
role of Aida for New York operagoers,

Verdl also furnlshed Evelyn Scotney with
her selection. It is “Caro Nome" from “Rigo-
letto,” a prime favorite with coloraturas since
the first @ilda poured forth the aria in
Venice in 1861, ¢ r

“They've all sung it. from Patti down,"
said Miss Scotney. “When I'm not doing it
on o stage I'm singing or humming it for
myseif.”

Tito Schipa, who I8 singing the tenor roles
in the Italian operas in which Mme, Galli-
Curel appears, finds his song In a Span sh
operetta. The air 18 “Granadinas" from “Emi-
grantes,” a work by Tomas Barrera and
Pablo Casals. Mr. Schipa brough. the song
out while he was appearing in Midrid and
prior to his great operatic successes in Mona
Carlo and other parts.

Now we come to Mary Garden.
Muaestro Mary's song of songs?

“Jt's any song—any song worth singing —
English, French, Itallan and Spanish—I like
them all,"” is her answer.

What is

Old Time Book Agent .
Practically Has Gone

ITHOUT any definite realization of
w the fact on the part of the present
generation, the old time book
agent, who until ecomparatively recently
wus a familiar figure in all parts of the
country, is vanishing slowly from contem-
porary life. His boon companions, the lght-
ning rod agent and the raucous volced ven-
der of nostrums, who sold his saives and
various other compounds under the flare of
\he gasolene touch, already have slipped into
ablivion,

The increasing Iintelligence of both the
rural and urban population has done much
to eliminate the travelling quack doctor and
the lightning rod man from our social life.
But it is the growth of advertising—the
realization on the part of publishers that
books can be sold in greater quantities at
a lower cost through the medium of news-
papers and magazines than by the use of
agents—that 1s responsible for the passing
of the last figure in the once famillar trilogy
of {tinerants,

It was only a comparntively short tme
g0 that publishers commenced to learn how
to advertise thelr wuares effectively—how to
appeal to the emotions and curiosity of the
hook buying public.  Several nationwide
campaigns of publicity and advertising were
conducted very successfully. The phrase
“finlgh this story for yourselt" became, and
still 1s, one of the best known of all ad-
vertising slogans. The works of O. Henry,
Kipling, Mark Twain, Jack London, Du
Maupassant and other noted authors were
exploited according to modern commercial
practice and the resulty obtained were
effective. You cannot slam the door in
the face of an alluring magazine nd. and
it Is folly to set the bulldog on your favorite
newspaper just because it is attempting to
gell you a set of short story masterpleces
or a universal compendium of knowlflge,
8o, in the publishing business, as In many
other enterprises conducted along lines that
permit of advertising, the printed word has
taken the place and usurped the function of
the personal salesman.

‘Both Romance and Pathos
In the Wandering Profession

There wis a certain romantic and, at the
same time, pathetic aspect to the wander-
ing profession thut practicully has disap-
peared before the efficlency of new com-
merciul methods, Book agents for the
greater part were elther Innocently young
or pathetically old. The field attracted
those who were starting out in life because
always it offered an opportunity to make o
Hving: and it was the refuge of lfe's fall-
ures, who turned to it when there secmed
to be no other niche In the world wherein
they could fit

There were a fow agents who were fitted
by temperament to the arduous lask of
selling books to people who were detérmined
not to buy them, and agents of this Lype
found the business a lucrative one. The
book agents who were successfil, however,
probably could have reaped rewards as
great, If not greater, selling oil ‘Wtovea in
equatorial climes. For the book agent gen-
erally was considered a publle nulsance and
he wans glven a greeting that accorded with
his reputation at the majority of doors wt
which he knocked. He needed the cunning
of Mach'avelll to secure an opportunity
even to start his sales talk, and before a
wale could he 'ﬁﬂq " he must have re-
course to a fore and insldious type of
snlesmanship, «

Before an nt was sent Into the fleld
he was thoroaghly coached ln the merits of
the propoxition he had to present and was
obliged to commit to memory various “pat-
ters™ that might be used In selling his offor-
Ing. Whao is thers who does not remember
the type of agent who Incked the faculty of
saleamansahip altogether? He may have
been a young cherub cheelted college atudent
wha sold hooks in the summer to pay his
tultlon during the winter months at school;

it may have been an old man with a goatee
and an air of faded respectabllity: but in
etther case, once having gained admission to
u home or office, he would recite his sules
arguments in a sing-gong, mechanicyl man-
ner which at once disclosed thelr origin to
an ohservant person.

The “instructions” to agents included not
only varlous statements intended to pre-
possess the prospect in favor of the set of,

books or the ponderous tome which the
agent was explolting, but they also pre-
sented various methods of approach in-

tended to pacify the irritation of the busy
housewife, whose workaday temper was
never improved by finding an agent at the .
front door after she had discarded hastily
her apron and dust cap in response to His
knook.

Women Commonly Proved
The Easiest of Victims

The book agent, however, preferred to deal
with womén; he found them easier victims
to his wiles than men, particularly when'
his appeal to them could be founded on the
assumption that the Htersture he was sell-
ing would be of inestimable value to their
children,

Perhaps the last distinctive phase of book
agenting came a very few years ago with
that type of salesman who urged his wares
on the plea that he was endeavoring to work
his way through college, For a short time
agents who ased thls method of approach
were very numcrous. They were both male
and female, and thelr introduction conalsted
of the simple request for the "vote” -of the
prospect, This opened the conversation and
it then déveloped, according to the plausible
agent, that there was a country wide con-
test belng-condpcted by some benevolent as-
soclation and that the person getting the
most “voles” would get a free college educa-
tion.

Neediess to say, In order 1o cast a “vote™
in beahalf of the apparently sincere and
earnest young person who applied for vour
patronage it was necessary for you to buy
w certaln book or set of books. This gag

. produced splendld results for twa or three

years, but the public soon became aware of
the fact that, In most Iestances, the asser-
tions of the agents were devold of truth, with
the result that the “aspiring student” type
of agent lost much of his or hor effective-
ness,

Throughout the country what might be
termed the genua itineranti is disapponring.
Charlatans and quacks of varfous kinds still
linger in the backwoods disteicts,. but for
the greater part they have gone and left
only memaorles behind them, The book
agent, however, han left his iImprint In every
community—the book shslves In homes In
the rural Mstricts and the smaller ol e
will testify to his activities long after his
epecles has become extinet. Now, and for
a long time to come, the gloomy Hhrarles
in oll fashioned Amerlcan domicties will
contaln the inevitable doctor's book, “which,
madam, will save I's cost In three months
by ellminating the nocessity of summoning
the physiclan for those slight allments to
which manking s helri” the encyclopedin
“which is a beacon light of knowledge and
which should be in every family which de-
wires the incalculable benefita of erudition.™
the impressive ltile volume with the hlkek
cover which exposes the wiles and wicked-
ness of alick city crooks : nd which states

emphatically, among other precopts, that
one “must never sign a papér for a
stranger,”

Fow, save those who deplore the passing
of certaln pleturesque phases of American
lite, will mourn the passing of the bopk
agent, And yet society owes a cortaln debt
of gratitude to the young optimists and the
old pesaimists who made up the mujority of
those In the “profession.” Far, In the face
of obmtacles that only dauntless or desperate
spirits could surmount, they carried the Arst
flickering UHght of culture and cducation into
bywnys that otherwise might long have been
left unilivmed. ¥




